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Aria Development Group continues to expand its presence in the Washington rental market, submitting
plans to redevelop two existing Columbia Heights apartment buildings, located within a half-mile of two
Metro stations, as a single, 170-unit residential structure.

The site, steps from the Cardozo High School campus, is six blocks from both the Columbia Heights and U
Street Metro stations, putting it within relatively easy walking distance of the shopping and night life of both
communities.

Tenants of the two existing buildings, 1309 and 1315 Clifton St. NW, which total 48 units between them,
were offered the opportunity to return to the new building at their current rent, according to the planned-unit
development application filed Monday on behalf of the New York City-based Aria.

Aria representatives were not immediately available for comment.

While the 61-year-old 1309 Clifton will be razed, a 2,240-square-foot portion of 1315 Clifton — a 30-unit
building constructed in 1909 in the Italianate Revival style — will be incorporated into the project. Of the
new development's 170 units (22 percent studio, 66 percent one-bedroom units and 12 percent two- and
three-bedroom), 10 percent will be set aside as affordable.

"The proposed Project will be an attractive new residential building on a central and transit-oriented site
that has been underutilized," according to a statement submitted with the PUD.

The development will include 80 secure bike parking spaces and 36 vehicle spaces on one underground
level.

Founded in 2009 by partners David Arditi, Joshua Benaim and Tim Gordon, Aria has focused its attentions
on New York, Miami and D.C. Its D.C. investments include The Remington (Foggy Bottom), South
Cathedral Mansions (Woodley Park), and The Bond Building at 1230 New Hampshire Ave. NW.

D.C. tax records indicate Aria, operating as Clifton Street Acquisition LLC, closed on the purchase of 1309
Clifton in December for $2.3 million. The 1315 Clifton building has not changed hands.

Per the PUD, Aria was introduced to the project by the Latino Economic Development Center, on behalf of
the two Clifton Street tenant associations. Aria previously worked with the LEDC on the renovation of The
Alden apartments at 2620 13th St. NW, just north of the Clifton Street site.
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"It was through this project that Aria's principals discovered the amazing fabric of Columbia Heights and
the beauty of this stretch of 13th Street as it climbs high above the city," the statement says of The Alden.

Michael Neibauer covers economic development, chambers of commerce, transportation
and politics.
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