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New Crosby Street Stores Add Foot Traffic 

 

 

While Broadway in SoHo is teeming with shoppers flocking to retail chains like Uniqlo andH&M, HM-
B.SK -0.25% just a block east, things are calmer on cobblestoned Crosby Street. 

The five-block roadway running between Houston and Howard streets has quietly evolved into a men's 
retail destination, but unlike the rest of the neighborhood, the stores are small and niche. 

Crosby Street is targeting a younger, hipper clientele than Madison Avenue's "men's mile," the portion 
of the avenue in the 40s known for its cluster of menswear stores like Brooks Brothers and Charles 
Tyrwhitt. 

SoHo's men's district has gotten a lift from numerous additions in recent months. In March, multibrand 
menswear retailer Carson Street Clothiers opened at 63 Crosby St. The store's decidedly masculine 
aesthetic features hardwood floors and exposed brick, plus a seating area offering leather chairs, 
magazines, beer and water. 
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In May, online menswear retailer Bonobos opened a "guideshop" at 35 Crosby. The store provides a 
place for men to try on clothing and place online orders for home delivery. 

A 'guideshop' for online menswear retailer Bonobos.Mark Abramson for The Wall Street Journal 

Next door at 33 Crosby, barbershop and men's apothecary Fellow Barber opened on July 27. 

A second retail space at that address, which formerly housed Ñ 33 Crosby tapas bar, will soon be home 
to Miansai, a Miami-based men's jewelry, watch and accessories brand set to open in November. 

The men's boutique theme began in August 2009 with the opening of Saturdays Surf NYC, a surf shop 
and coffee bar that also sells menswear, books and skateboards at 31 Crosby. 

"We are definitely happy that Crosby Street has gained momentum," said Josh Rosen, who co-owns 
Saturdays Surf NYC with Morgan Collett and Colin Tunstall. 

"Our initial attraction to the space was that it was one of the last cobblestoned, quiet little streets in 
SoHo. Crosby Street has always felt sort of neighborhoody," he said. 

Even so, Mr. Rosen said the street had changed dramatically over the past four years, He cited the 2011 
opening of the Mondrian SoHo hotel, which fronts on Lafayette Street but has a Crosby Street entrance, 
as a particular driver of foot traffic. 

"It used to be a street that people would use instead of Broadway as a way to avoid the traffic and get 
where they were going, it definitely didn't have the feel of a place you went to shop and find boutiques," 
he said. 

Aria Development Group, which is involved in retail and residential developments in New York, 
Washington, D.C., and Miami Beach, purchased both 33 and 35 Crosby St. for a total of $13.6 million in 
May 2012. 

Along with the three street-level retail spaces, the two properties contain 24 residential apartments. 

"Crosby Street retains that quirky authenticity of a cobblestone street that some other SoHo streets 
have lost," said Aria founder Joshua Benaim. "Each store has a little bit of individuality. This is part of the 
dynamism of New York." 

Mr. Benaim enlisted Beth Rosen of retail-leasing firm RKF, who was responsible for securing space for 
J.Crew Men at 484 Broadway in May 2009. 

Ms. Rosen said she advised Mr. Benaim to decline several prospective tenants, including a women's 
fashion retailer, because she didn't believe it would be a good fit for the block. 

"Small spaces are rare in SoHo. Saturdays Surf set the tone, so we followed that," said Ms. Rosen of the 
focus on menswear retailers. 

Asking rents for the stores were $225 to $250 a square foot, Ms. Rosen said. 



"This was an area I was always checking out," said Fellow Barber founder Sam Buffa, who opened his 
first, now-closed, barbershop on Rivington Street in 2006 and has shops in the West Village and in San 
Francisco. 

His Crosby Street store is 800 square feet, and it has an additional 600-square-foot garden where Mr. 
Buffa is building a deck that will open in September. 

"We have long wait times sometimes and to allow customers to go outside and read a book or work on 
their computers is a huge positive for us," said Mr. Buffa. 

For Bonobos founder and Chief Executive Andy Dunn, Crosby Street provided an ideal spot to open a 
guideshop, the company's second in New York and the first in the city situated at street level. The 
Bonobos business model is shopping bag-free, with men purchasing items online and the items shipped 
from a warehouse in Massachusetts. 

The new shop at 35 Crosby is 1,200 square feet. Mr. Dunn said the company would need at least 2,500 
square feet of space if it stocked its stores with merchandise. 

"We're excited for a new men's shopping destination in SoHo that is a little more chilled out," Mr. Dunn 
said. "I don't know if anyone wants to be among the mobs" on Broadway. 

 


